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granted, and the decision of Clement XI, believed to have been
based upon a very one-sided statement of the case prepared by
Gordon himself, had been accepted thereafter as a precedent.
Conspicuous in the evidence submitted by Gordon was the
Nag's Head fable, long since abandoned by serious historians,
and it was therefore presumed that Clement's sentence need
not be regarded as final. Just before the Commission met, how-
ever, Gasquet and his colleagues found among the Archives of
the Holy Office documents which showed that the sufficiency
or insufficiency of the Anglican Rite had also been weighed in
the Gordon proceedings. Whether it had been fully and prop-
erly considered is open to question, but the discovery un-
doubtedly put Clement's decision in anew and more favourable -
light, as being founded not merely upon an exploded legend,
but upon other and more substantial evidence. It therefore fol-
lowed that the Conunission was discussing something which
was (from the Roman point of view) not an uncertain issue but
one on which it might be claimed that sentence had already
been passed. Moreover, it had been passed at a solemn session of
the Holy Office, held on a Thursday and presided over by the
Pope himself, circumstances which, in the view of many auth-
orities, gave it the stamp of Infallibility. Further researches
among the records of the Inquisition showed that an adverse
decision of 1684 had not been reached in ignorance of Eastern
forms of Ordination, as had hitherto been assumed.

These discoveries of Gasquet's, combined with his earlier re-
searches into the Bull Praedara Carissimi and the Papal atti-
tude towards the Edwardine Ordinal, gave a distinct tactical
advantage to his party on the Commission and may have been
a corresponding discouragement to its opponents. At any rate
Leo XIII is said to have told Duchesne that he was disappointed
in him for not mairitafmTig his position more strongly,71
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